


Pittsburgh Ballet Theatre thanks the following 
organizations and individuals for their support of Open 

Air: A Series in Celebration of the Performing Arts.
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MISSION STATEMENT
To be Pittsburgh’s source and ambassador for extraordinary 

ballet experiences that give life to the classical tradition, 

nurture new ideas and, above all, inspire.

Pittsburgh Ballet Theatre is supported, in part, by the National 
Endowment for the Arts, a federal agency; the Pennsylvania 
Council on the Arts, a state agency; the Allegheny Regional 
Asset District and Allegheny County.



OPEN AIR: 
A SERIES IN CELEBRATION OF THE PERFORMING ARTS
MAY 18-31, 2021 | FLAGSTAFF HILL IN SCHENLEY PARK
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MESSAGE FROM THE ARTISTIC DIRECTOR
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Welcome to Pittsburgh Ballet Theatre’s Open Air Series! 
We are thrilled to be presenting two weeks of live, outdoor 
performances in beautiful Schenley Park. Not only is our own 
company back and dancing in person, but our School and the 
Pittsburgh Ballet Theatre Orchestra will also take the stage. 
And we’re so excited to extend this opportunity to more 
than 20 other local arts organizations – showcasing so much 
creativity from all over the city. Take a look at the schedule and 
come back to experience something new and wonderful.

Our company is dancing eight performances that truly have 
something for everyone. Our programs offer a mix of classical 
and contemporary ballets ranging from 160 years old to world 
premieres. Audience members will experience a throughline in 
the performances, from ballet’s beautiful classical roots to the 
innovative art form that it is today.

We are grateful to all of our generous sponsors, including 
series sponsors BNY Mellon and MSA Safety, and media 
partner CBS Pittsburgh / KDKA-TV, for helping to make 
these two weeks a reality. And our heartfelt thanks go out to 
the foundations who funded PBT’s acquisition of the stage: 
Richard King Mellon Foundation, Edith L. Trees Charitable 
Trust, Jack Buncher Foundation and Claude Worthington 
Benedum Foundation. These performances would not be 
possible without their steadfast commitment to the arts in 
Pittsburgh during the pandemic and beyond. 

Dancing live again, and having you with us, means so much to 
us after this year. We are filled with gratitude and joy. Thank 
you for joining us to celebrate the arts, our beautiful city and 
being out in the open air.

Sincerely,

Susan Jaffe
Artistic Director, Pittsburgh Ballet Theatre 

Susan Jaffe



On behalf of the BNY Mellon Foundation of Southwestern 
Pennsylvania, welcome to Open Air, and welcome back 
to live performance in Pittsburgh. This last year has been 
challenging like no other—but as is its tradition, our region 
has persevered and emerged stronger than before. We 
have kept alive Pittsburgh’s tradition of innovation, an 
example of which is Pittsburgh Ballet Theatre’s Open Air 
concept: a magnificent mobile stage, placed in one of our 
city’s beautiful parks, celebrating a diverse array of artists 
and welcoming the community to gather on the hillside 
and see them perform. There truly is nowhere else like 
Pittsburgh.

We are proud to partner with Pittsburgh Ballet Theatre to 
reignite the performing arts in Pittsburgh and advance the 
quality of life in our region. Thank you for joining us, and 
enjoy the show!

Kenya Boswell, President
BNY Mellon Foundation of Southwestern Pennsylvania

Kenya Boswell

MESSAGE FROM BNY MELLON



Celebrating Performance.

At BNY Mellon, we believe that the arts
are part of every vibrant community.
It is our great pleasure to support  
Pittsburgh Ballet Theatre’s Open Air series.

bnymellon.com
©2021 The Bank of New York Mellon Corporation. All rights reserved.

https://www.bnymellon.com/


Welcome to 
Open Air!

Let’s help keep each other safe.

Hand washing 
stations available

Keep your face 
covered at all times

Maintain 6 feet 
of distance

Use hand sanitizer 
when possible

Thank you to our 
safety sponsor:
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WELCOME BACK
Intermission is Over!

The  Mission of MSA
That men and women may work in safety  

and that they, their families,  
and their communities may live in health  

throughout the world. 

This past year, as much of our city shut down, the associates  
of MSA were hard at work manufacturing safety products for those  
who perform essential work in times of global crisis. As a company  
that proudly supports the communities in which we live and work,  
MSA is excited to help usher in the return of the performing arts,  

and with it, the pulse of our great city. The show must go on!

MSAsafety.com • 1.800.MSA.2222

https://us.msasafety.com/?utm_source=Newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Join+Us+for+an+Evening+of+World+Premieres+Celebrating+50+Years&utm_campaign=BT20+PBT+en+Pointe+Reminder


OPEN AIR SERIES | PROGRAM A
CLICK HERE FOR CASTING

I. 
Excerpt from Jewels in The Sleeping Beauty, Act III

Original choreography: Marius Petipa 
Staging: Marianna Tcherkassky

Music: P.I. Tchaikovsky
Costume design: Janet Groom Campbell

 
II.

The Sleeping Beauty Pas de Deux, Act III
Original choreography: Marius Petipa

Staging: Susan Jaffe
Music: P.I. Tchaikovsky

Costume design: Janet Groom Campbell
 

III.
A Frame of Mind

Choreography: Yoshiaki Nakano
Music: November by Max Richter

Costume concept: Yoshiaki Nakano
 Costume design: Kristin McLain and Kaylee Hansberry
Prop design: Curtis Scott Dunn and Yoshiaki Nakano

IV.
The Flower Festival in Genzano Pas de Deux

Choreography: August Bournonville
Staging: Marianna Tcherkassky

Music: Edvard Helsted
Costume design: Janet Groom Campbell

 
V.

Trinity Bust: Sculptor. Clay. Muse.
Choreography: Gina Patterson

Music: Teresa Carreño
Sound design: Eric Midgley

Costume design: Janet Groom Campbell 
Prop design: Curtis Scott Dunn
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VI.
White Swan Pas de Deux from Swan Lake, Act II

Choreography: after Marius Petipa and Lev Ivanov
Staging: Susan Jaffe

Music: P.I. Tchaikovsky
Costume design: Peter Farmer

 
VII.

Lacrimosa
Choreography:  Annabelle Lopez Ochoa

Staging: Anastacia Holden
Music: Quando Corpus Morietur from Stabat Mater by Giovanni Battista Pergolesi

Costume design: Annabelle Lopez Ochoa

PAUSE - 5 MIN.

VIII.
Boléro

Choreography: Susan Jaffe
Music: Boléro by Maurice Ravel

Costume design: Janet Groom Campbell 

November by Max Richter courtesy of Universal Music Publishing Group. 
Boléro by arrangement with Boosey & Hawkes, Inc. Sole agent in the U.S., 
Canada and Mexico for Durand S.A. Editions Musicales, a Universal Music 

Publishing Group company, publisher and copyright owner.
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CLICK HERE FOR CASTING
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Excerpt from Jewels in The Sleeping Beauty, Act III
In Act 3 of The Sleeping Beauty, the entire kingdom celebrates the wedding 
of Aurora and the Prince. In attendance are the Gold, Silver and Ruby Jewel 
Fairies. Their dancing is a beautiful example of “pure” classical ballet – with 
clear lines, refined and elegant technique, and a lightness that absolutely 

sparkles on stage. 

The Sleeping Beauty Pas de Deux, Act III
The culmination of The Sleeping Beauty is the spectacular wedding pas de deux 

of Aurora and the Prince. This is a gorgeous dance, with lush and expressive 
music and choreography. Its beauty is deceptively demanding, requiring intense 
control, power and precision. Watch for the “fish dives,” difficult and tricky lifts 
where the Prince has to grab Aurora with one arm as she dives toward the floor! 

A Frame of Mind
PBT principal dancer Yoshiaki Nakano fluidly merges classical and contemporary 
ballet movement in this new, powerful pas de deux. Inspired by the relentless, 

soaring music by Max Richter, Nakano explores the landscape between 
expressing and containing profound emotion. This is his fourth commissioned 

mainstage work for the PBT company. 

The Flower Festival in Genzano Pas de Deux
The Bournonville style of ballet is joyful and athletic, with buoyant jumps and 
quick footwork. The carriage of the upper body is distinctive: arms are often 
held low and rounded and a focus on “épaulement,” the positioning of the 

shoulders. Bournonville’s aesthetic is also egalitarian, with choreography and 
stage time shared equally between men and women. This fresh and charming 

pas de deux is one of the most-loved of Bournonville’s works. 
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Trinity Bust: Sculptor. Clay. Muse. 
Inspired by sculptor Camille Claudel, the details of her life and work seep 

into, and breathe within, the clay of this new work. 
Known more as a student, muse and mistress of Auguste Rodin than for the 

quality and genius of her own work, we ask: 
Who is Camille? Who am I? Can we step out of the shadows and shells, 

shape and reshape who we are, wish to be, and how we move through the 
world? Can we gather the scattered fragments of ourselves, our 

memories, into an empowered acceptance? 
As spirit comes into the warmed clay 

— sculptor, clay, muse — 
the earth is chiseled away to its essence — 

seen, without shadow, 
I am

  						       ~ Gina Patterson

White Swan Pas de Deux from Swan Lake, Act III
In Swan Lake, Odette is a young woman who has been transformed into a swan 

by a sorcerer’s curse. Early in the ballet, Prince Siegfried comes upon her by 
a lake, and in this pas de deux she expresses her sorrow, fear and ultimately, 

her strength. From Siegfried “unfolding” Odette at the start of the pas, to the 
succession of split lifts timed perfectly with the music, to the ballerina’s fluid, 

swan-like arm movements, this is one of the most beautiful and moving pas de 
deux in classical ballet.

Boléro
Though usually performed just as an orchestral work, Boléro was originally 

composed as a ballet score. (Ravel was commissioned to create the work by Ida 
Rubinstein, a ballet company director and dancer in Paris.) Ms. Jaffe returns the 
music to its roots, with movement mirroring the passion and intensity of Ravel’s 

pulsing rhythm. Starting with a lone woman, the ballet builds along with the 
music, eventually enveloping a corps of 14 dancers in a liberating celebration of 

community. 

OPEN AIR SERIES | PROGRAM A NOTES
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I. 
Excerpt from Raymonda Grand Pas Hongrois, Act III

Choreography: after Marius Petipa
Staging: Susan Jaffe

Music: Alexander Glazunov
 Costume design: Peter Farmer

II.
Loss

Choreography: Sasha Janes
Music: Adagio for Strings by Samuel Barber
  Costume design: Janet Groom Campbell

III.
Excerpt from Kingdom of the Shades

Choreography: Marius Petipa
Staging: Susan Jaffe

Music: Ludwig Minkus
  Costume design: Janet Groom Campbell

IV.
Lacrimosa

Choreography: Annabelle Lopez Ochoa
Staging: Anastacia Holden

Music: Quando Corpus Morietur from Stabat Mater by Giovanni Battista Pergolesi
Costume design: Annabelle Lopez Ochoa

V.
Awáa | Duet

Choreography: Aszure Barton
Staging: Tobin Del Cuore

Music: Lev Zhurbin and Curtis Macdonald
Original lighting design: Burke Brown
Original costume design: Linda Chow

World premiere: Aszure Barton & Artists - June 2012
Danced by Lara Barclay & Tobin Del Cuore

OPEN AIR SERIES | PROGRAM B
CLICK HERE FOR CASTING
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VI.
Don Quixote Pas de Deux, Act III

Choreography: after Marius Petipa
Staging: Susan Jaffe

Music: Ludwig Minkus
  Costume design: Janet Groom Campbell

VII.
A Frame of Mind

Choreography: Yoshiaki Nakano
Music: November by Max Richter

Costume concept: Yoshiaki Nakano
Costume design: Kristin McLain and Kaylee Hansberry
Prop design: Curtis Scott Dunn and Yoshiaki Nakano

PAUSE - 5 MIN.

VIII.
Boléro

Choreography: Susan Jaffe
Music: Boléro by Maurice Ravel

Costume design: Janet Groom Campbell

Adagio for Strings by Samuel Barber by arrangement with 
G. Schirmer, INC. publisher and copyright owner.

Awáa’s Lullabye courtesy of Curtis Macdonald, composer. 
Rain Piece composed and performed by Ljova. 

November by Max Richter courtesy of Universal Music Publishing Group. 
Boléro by arrangement with Boosey & Hawkes, Inc. Sole agent in the U.S., 
Canada and Mexico for Durand S.A. Editions Musicales, a Universal Music 

Publishing Group company, publisher and copyright owner.

OPEN AIR SERIES | PROGRAM B
CLICK HERE FOR CASTING
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Excerpt from Raymonda Grand Pas Hongrois, Act III
Raymonda is a full-length story ballet set in the 12th century; the title character is 
a young countess waiting for her lover to return from the Crusades. This excerpt 

comes from the third act and is considered one of Petipa’s masterpieces, a 
fabulous and grand display of the energy and power of his choreography. 

Loss
“The reality is that you will grieve forever. You will not ‘get over’ the loss of a 

loved one; you will learn to live with it. You will heal and you will rebuild yourself 
around the loss you have suffered. You will be whole again but you will never be 

the same. Nor should you be the same nor would you want to.”

~ Elisabeth Kubler-Ross and David Kessler

Excerpt from Kingdom of the Shades
A young woman dies after being betrayed by her lover. Her lover sinks into 

a world of dreams and visions – the Kingdom of the Shades – a place of 
ghosts and memories. Her spirit dances with him in this transcendent adagio 
(meaning “slowly,” or “at ease”) and beckons him to remain in this world with 

her for eternity.

Lacrimosa
For Lacrimosa, created originally in 2006 for the Royal Ballet of Flanders, 

Ms. Lopez-Ochoa found inspiration in the iconography of Christian art. The 
closing duet of the ballet is set on the last aria of Pergolesi’s Stabat Mater, 

Quando Corpus morietur, sung by June Anderson and Cecilia Bartoli.

Awáa | Duet
This duet is an excerpt from an evening-length work titled Awáa, and was created 

together with Lara Barclay and Tobin Del Cuore of Aszure Barton & Artists in 
2012. In the language of Haida Gwaii, a chain of islands on the west coast of 

British Columbia (Canada), the word awáa means “one who is a mother.”

OPEN AIR SERIES | PROGRAM B NOTES
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Don Quixote Pas de Deux, Act III
A wedding dance for Kitri and Basilio, this pas de deux is the thrilling, virtuosic 
finale of the full-length ballet. The choreography includes a lively and colorful 

competition: the dancers try to out-do each other with exciting jumps, turns and 
balances. It’s full of personality and fun, with a wonderful stylistic flair in the port 

de bras (carriage of the arms) and in the exuberant costumes. 

A Frame of Mind
PBT principal dancer Yoshiaki Nakano fluidly merges classical and contemporary 
ballet movement in this new, powerful pas de deux. Inspired by the relentless, 

soaring music by Max Richter, Nakano explores the landscape between 
expressing and containing profound emotion. This is his fourth commissioned 

mainstage work for the PBT company. 

Boléro
Though usually performed just as an orchestral work, Boléro was originally 

composed as a ballet score. (Ravel was commissioned to create the work by Ida 
Rubenstein, a ballet company director and dancer in Paris.) Ms. Jaffe returns the 
music to its roots, with movement mirroring the passion and intensity of Ravel’s 

pulsing rhythm. Starting with a lone woman, the ballet builds along with the 
music, eventually enveloping a corps of 14 dancers in a liberating celebration of 

community. 

OPEN AIR SERIES | PROGRAM B NOTES
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At UPMC Sports Medicine, our team evaluates, treats,
and repairs dance injuries, and we also get you stronger
and more agile to balance your athletic abilities with artistic
expression. In fact, no other sports medicine provider in
the region has more expertise when it comes to treating, 
training, and inspiring athletes.

To learn more, visit UPMCSportsMedicine.com
or call 1-855-93-SPORT (77678).

FROM 
THE FIRST 
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FINAL BOW.

SUPPORTING
PITTSBURGH BALLET THEATRE

THE FIRST 
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TO THE 
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THE FOUR SEASONS 
Antonio Vivaldi (1678-1741)

Spring Concerto in E Major
   Allegro

   Largo e pianissimo sempre
   Allegro

Charles Stegeman, Violin solo

Summer Concerto in G Minor
    Allegro non molto

   Adagio
   Presto

Charles Stegeman, Violin solo

Autumn Concerto in F Major
   Allegro

   Adagio molto
   Allegro

Rachel Stegeman, Violin solo

Winter Concerto in F Minor
   Allegro non molto

   Largo
   Allegro

Rachel Stegeman, Violin solo

PITTSBURGH BALLET THEATRE ORCHESTRA
Charles Barker, Music Director

Charles Stegeman, Rachel Stegeman, Violin Soloists
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Shop our online 
boutique for brand 
new merchandise!
pbt.org/boutique
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PITTSBURGH BALLET THEATRE ORCHESTRA
Charles Barker, Music Director

Charles Stegeman, Rachel Stegeman, Violin Soloists

Charles Barker is principal conductor of American Ballet Theatre, a 
position he has held for over 25 years. He was music director of the 
Australian Ballet from 1997-2001 and then joined the Royal Ballet 
in London for two seasons. He regularly guest conducts for the San 
Francisco Ballet and Houston Ballet. As music director of the American 
Chamber Orchestra from 1981-87, he made his Carnegie Hall debut 
in February 1983. He was a member of the Barnard-Columbia Ancient 
Drama Group, which presents Greek drama in the original language and 
wrote music for productions of The Bacchae, Hippolytus and Heracles. 
He lives in New York with his wife Miranda Coney, former principal 
dancer of the Australian Ballet, and their two boys.

Rachel Robinson Stegeman, a native of Washington D.C., started 
the violin at age 8 and later studied with William Steck (Leader 
(concertmaster) of the National Symphony) at Catholic University. After 
winning a first violin position in the Pacific Symphony, she moved to Los 
Angeles, where she also performed in multiple orchestras including the 
Los Angeles Philharmonic, Los Angeles Chamber Orchestra, Hollywood 
Bowl Orchestra, and Los Angeles Opera, in most of which she held titled 
positions. She also worked full time as a studio musician, recording 
thousands of projects in commercial music of motion pictures, television, 
records, commercials and live television. In 2002 Stegeman moved to 
Pittsburgh, and is Adjunct Professor of Violin at Duquesne University. 
Currently she is Leader of Youngstown Symphony, Wheeling Symphony, 
and Associate Leader of the Pittsburgh Ballet Orchestra and Pittsburgh 
Opera Orchestra. She has also been very active with the Pittsburgh 
Symphony since 2009.

Canadian violinist Charles Stegeman made his recital debut at age 
seven in Banff (Alberta, Canada) and debuted as soloist with the Banff 
Festival Orchestra at age 9. He was awarded a full scholarship to the 
Curtis Institute of Music at the age of 14 where he earned his Bachelor’s 
Degree at the age of 20. He continued his formal music education at 
the Juilliard School, earning a Master’s Degree in Music Performance. 
Currently, he is Leader (concertmaster) of both the Pittsburgh Ballet 
Theatre Orchestra and the Pittsburgh Opera, positions he has held since 
1989. Before that, he was the Leader of the State Ballet of Missouri from 
1985-1989. He first met Charles Barker there and he and our Maestro 
have been performing together in a pit since 1985!

As Leader of the Ballet he has performed in over 140 different 
productions including performing The Nutcracker over 500 times. As 
Leader for the Opera, he has performed over 180 different operas 
totaling approximately 600 performances. He is Professor of Violin at the 
Mary Pappert School of Music at Duquesne University. He lives in the 
Pittsburgh area with his wife Rachel, also a violinist, and their 4 children.

Charles Barker

Charles and Rachel 
Stegeman
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The Four Seasons – Antonio Vivaldi (1648-1741)
By Music Director Charles Barker

Antonio Vivaldi, nicknamed “The Red Priest” (il Prete Rosso) for his bright red hair and 
lifetime devotion, is today one of the most performed composers from the Baroque era. 
He was born and lived in Venice most of his life, composing sacred works and producing 
numerous operas, including a 1733 opera Motezuma about the Aztec emperor. But his fame 
comes from the over 500 concertos he wrote mostly for the virtuosic young female musicians 
of the Ospedale della Pietà where he was employed on and off for decades. 

Tonight we will hear four of his most famous violin concertos, The Four Seasons. Their 
popularity has given rise to many arrangements and transcriptions, including for hurdy-
gurdy, the Japanese Koto, and a vocal arrangement for the Swingle Singers. Even the Swiss 
philosopher Jean-Jacques Rousseau in 1775 published his own transcription of Spring 
for solo flute. The concertos set a high standard for 18th century programmatic music by 
closely following the thematic outline of the accompanying sonnets probably written by 
Vivaldi himself (see below). We’ll never know which came first, the words or the music. Each 
concerto has three movements neatly ordered Fast-Slow-Fast. 

What To Listen For
In the first movement of the Spring Concerto (E-major), listen for the birds chirping and 
trilling, the brook murmuring, and sudden thunder; in the second movement, the sleepy 
shepherd and his growling dog; and the shepherd’s bagpipe accompanying a Spring 
Pastoral in the third movement. 

In Summer (G-minor), swelter in the heat, then the cuckoo, turtledove and goldfinch sing 
before a sudden storm interrupts. The Adagio second movement has mosquitos and distant 
thunder leading directly into the devastating thunderstorm of the third movement. 

The Autumn Concerto (F-major) depicts a merry Oktoberfest with stumbling drunkards who 
eventually fall asleep for the exquisitely serene second movement. In the final movement 
we’re off on a hunt (La Caccia) complete with horn calls and parallel thirds from the solo 
violin, while gunshots and barking dogs pursue the dying stag. 

Winter (F-minor) begins with a stinging wind so cold our teeth chatter as we stamp our 
feet to keep warm. In the Largo second movement, probably the most beloved of all the 
movements from The Four Seasons, pizzicato strings portray the continuous dripping of a 
cold rain. It’s a slippery walk across a frozen lake in the final movement. The ice cracks when 
a warm wind, a harbinger of Spring, briefly blows, only to be overwhelmed by the fierce, 
freezing North wind.

Tonight’s performance of The Four Seasons is an audience-friendly relaxed performance. The 
normal “rules of theater attendance” need not apply. These pieces are thrilling, so please 
feel free to applaud between movements and enjoy this great music and beautiful space the 
way you feel most comfortable.
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Spring Concerto in E Major
   Allegro
Spring arrives full of joy
The birds welcome it with bright song
As streams with sweet murmuring
Babble beneath warm Zephyrus;
They scatter covering the sky in black
As thunder and lightning menace,
Then quietly, the little birds alight 
Singing their enchanted song anew.
   Largo e pianissimo sempre
In the blossoming meadow
To the rustle of leaves and petals
The shepherd sleeps with his
Watchful dog at his side.
  Allegro
Young maidens and shepherds accompanied
By the raucous bagpipe
Dance in their festivities
When generous Spring gleams.

Summer Concerto in G Minor
    Allegro non molto
Sweltering under the Season of Sun,
Shepherds languish, flocks languish,
And the pine withers;
The Cuckoo’s call comes joined
By the Turtledove and Goldfinch;
Boreas aroused, goads on 
His complacent neighbor, 
So the shepherd fears the looming
Storm and his own destiny.
   Adagio
He fears the lightning and frightful thunder,
But it’s the buzzing flies and blowflies 
Pestering the restless flock
That disturb his ease and deny
His limbs their rest.
   Presto
Woe is he, his fears come good
With thunder and lightning in the vast sky;
Hail crashes down scoring 
The tops of the tall grain.

Autumn Concerto in F Major
   Allegro
Villagers carouse dancing and singing
The sweet pleasure of a bountiful harvest; 
And taking their fill of the liquor of Bacchus 
Succumb to the gratification of sleep.
   Adagio molto
All leave off dancing and song, 
The temperate air gives grace 
And the season invites one and all 
To take pleasure in sweetest sleep.
   Allegro
The Hunters at first light start the chase,
Out come the reeds and horns and shotguns,
The Hind fleeing, they follow her trail.
Already frightened and wearied 
By the din of the guns and reeds,
And her bleeding wound,  
Too spent to flee, overcome, she falls.

Winter Concerto in F Minor
   Allegro non molto
Frozen, shivering in the glistening darkness
In piercing blasts of the Winter wind
Constantly running, stamping my feet,
My teeth chattering uncontrollably.
   Largo
Draw closer to the fire, relaxed and content,
Meanwhile, outside the cold rain 
Drenches the rest.
   Allegro
Tiptoe on the ice, treading carefully,
Concentrate, you might fall;
Slide on in haste, slip and fall,
Quick, up again, now run on the ice,
It might crack and break,
A warm wind, Sirocco clashes
With Boreas, the Winds at War.
This is winter, but still, it brings joy.

Translation: C. Barker

The Four Seasons – Antonio Vivaldi (1648-1741)
By Music Director Charles Barker
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VIOLIN 1
Charles Stegeman, 
  leader and soloist
Rachel Stegeman, 
  co-leader and soloist
Jennifer Madge
Mary Beth Schotting
Rochelle Agnew
Joshua Huang
Anne Jakovic

VIOLIN 2
Dawn Posey, principal
Juan Jaramillo
Eleanor Cameron
Gabrielle Faetini
Jesse Thompson

VIOLA
Jennifer Gerhard, principal
Louise Farbman
John McCarthy
Justin J. Johnson

CELLO
Elisa Kohanski, principal
Paula Tuttle
Joseph Bishkoff

BASS
Jeffrey Mangone, principal
Andrew Kohn

PITTSBURGH BALLET THEATRE ORCHESTRA
Vivaldi’s The Four Seasons
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Make a 
difference today.

pbt.org/livemusic

“Together, we can inspire 
thousands with the special 
synergy of live music and 
dance. ” 

Click here for the full 
PBT Orchestra listing

https://www.pbt.org/the-company/artistic/pbt-orchestra/
https://www.pbt.org/the-company/artistic/pbt-orchestra/


Pittsburgh Ballet Theatre thanks the following 
organizations and individuals for their 

participation in Open Air: A Series in Celebration 
of the Performing Arts.

Pittsburgh Ballet Theatre School 
Pittsburgh CLO
Pittsburgh Cultural Trust 
presents Elias Khouri 
Pittsburgh Festival Opera
Pittsburgh Opera
Pittsburgh Playwrights Theatre 
Company presents Vanessa German
Pittsburgh Public Theater
River City Brass Band
Shana Simmons Dance
Staycee Pearl and Pittsburgh 
Ballet Theatre present 
Open Window, featuring:
Allie Tiso
Lexi Troianos
Jamie Murphy
JoAnna Schmidt
José Pérez IV
Michelle Yeh
MVMT Duet
The Pillow Project
slowdanger
Shana Simmons Dance
Tania & Jeff Grubbs
Texture Contemporary Ballet
West Hills Symphonic Band

Attack Theatre
Balafon West African Dance

High Five Productions
Hope Academy

Jumping Jack Theater
Kelly Strayhorn Theatre presents 

Sidra Bell Dance New York and 
STAYCEE PEARL dance project 

& Soy Sos
Richard Parsakian presents 

   Dance Showcase, featuring:
Antonio Brown 

(Antonio Brown Dance)
Kaylin Horgan
James Gilmer

James Manning
Jennifer Keller
Julia Erickson

Jil Stifel
Nick Daniels (DANA 

Movement Ensemble)    
Rocker Verastique and 

Danny Herman
Vanessa German

The Pillow Project
Pastor Deryck Tines and the 
Lemington Gospel Chorale 

Pittsburgh Ballet Theatre 
Orchestra
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https://www.attacktheatre.com/
https://www.balafon.org
https://www.highfivemusic.co/
https://cathedralofhope.org/ministries-programs/hope-academy/overview/
https://kelly-strayhorn.org/events/newmoves-for-open-air/
https://www.jumpingjacktheater.org/
https://www.pbt.org/performances-tickets/parsakian/
https://www.facebook.com/Pastor-Deryck-Tines-100805071574115/
https://www.pillowproject.org/upcoming
https://www.pbt.org/the-company/artistic/pbt-orchestra/
https://www.pbt.org/pbt-school/
https://www.pittsburghclo.org/
https://trustarts.org/
https://pittsburghfestivalopera.org
https://www.pittsburghopera.org/
https://www.pghplaywrights.org/
https://www.artsy.net/artist/vanessa-german
https://ppt.org/
https://www.rivercitybrass.org/
https://www.shanasimmonsdance.com/upcoming.html
https://www.pbt.org/performances-tickets/open-window/
https://www.taniagrubbs.com/
http://www.textureballet.org/
https://www.whsb.org/


UNDERWRITERS
BNY Mellon

Gateway Health
MSA Safety

UPMC
Vivian and Bill Benter

Steffie Bozic
Mark F. and Mary McKinney Flaherty

Patsy and Don McKinney
The Remmel Foundation

Ryan Memorial Foundation

BENEFACTORS
84 Lumber and Nemacolin

DDI
First National Bank

Hefren - Tillotson, Inc.
Highmark Blue Cross Blue Shield

Dona and Tom Hotopp
Charlotte and David Stephenson

Carol Hefren Tillotson

PATRONS 
Citizens

Greater Pittsburgh Arts Council
Seton Hill University

Meg Smith and Rich Beaty
Dawn and Chris Fleischner

Betsy and Tom Teti
Dorrit and David Tuthill
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Thank you to the following for their 
generous support to KEEP US DANCING.



Thank you to the following for their 
generous support to KEEP US DANCING.

SUPPORTERS
	 Fort Pitt Capital Group, Inc.
	 Adams Foundation
	 Barbara and Jerry Chait
	 Constance Reiter Kreps and 
	    Douglas Kreps

FRIENDS

Bognar and Company, Inc.
Enscoe Long Insurance Group
HB Retirement
Jendoco Construction Corporation
Meyer, Unkovic and Scott LLP
PNC 
Anonymous (3)
Beth and Tom Bakaitus
Anastasia and Timothy Bedard
Barbara H. Bott and 
   Robert L. Jennings, Jr.
Connie and Michael & 
   Cara and Mia Cesario
James and Melanie Crockard Foundation
Susan Cruz
Mary Jane Edwards
Jim and Linda Farmerie
Barbara Ferrier
Jeanne and Robert Gleason
Marge Kane

Jennifer and Joe Klimchak
Jennifer and Michael LaRocco
Carol and Robert Meeder
Ann and LeRoy Metz
Kathleen Miclot
Betty and Granger Morgan
Sarah and Bill Pietragallo
Drs. Ellen and Loren Roth
Catharine and John T. Ryan III
Lisa Simone and Paul Shea
Lori Shutter and Mike Abney
Susan and Vincent Silvaggio
Charles Snyder
Ayana and Aaron Teter
Nancy Washington
Stacy Weiss and 
   William Carpenter
Lois A. Wholey
Elizabeth Wilson

WITH ADDITIONAL SUPPORT PROVIDED BY
	 Allegheny County
	 Allegheny Regional Asset District

The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
The Pennsylvania Council on the Arts, 
   a state agency

The Linaburg Foundation
Peggy and Steve McKnight
Becky and Herb Torbin
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Chair of the Board
Mary McKinney Flaherty

Vice Chair of the Board
Ayana Teter

Treasurer
Rich Beaty

Secretary
Elizabeth Teti

Trustees
Philip Barr
The Honorable   
   Camera Bartolotta
Edwin H. Beachler
Geoffrey Bond, M.D.
Steffie Bozic
Beth O. Brown
Kara Brown Davis
Carolyn M. Byham
Connie Cesario
The Hon. Jay Costa
Barbara Cottrell
James E. Crockard III
Susan Cruz
Debra Dermody
Mary C. Finger, Ed.D.
Dawn Fleischner 
Freddie H. Fu, M.D.
Celia Gerard
David Hall
Dona Hotopp
Douglas Kreps
Dena LaMar
Michael LaRocco
Peggy McKnight
LeRoy L. Metz II
Kathleen Miclot
The Honorable 
  Natalie Mihalek
Melonie Nance, M.D.
Sandra Nicholas

Sarah Pietragallo
Richard E. Rauh
The Honorable 
   Guy Reschenthaler
Lisa Saperstein, D.P.M.
Stephanie Sciullo
Vincent Silvaggio, M.D.
Shelley M. Taylor
David F. Tuthill
Hilary S. Tyson
Joseph Vincent
Winthrop Watson
Vonda Wright, M.D.

Board Emeriti Members
Jeanne Gleason
James Tomlinson Fort
Becky Torbin
Hal Waldman

Artistic Director
Susan Jaffe

Executive Director
Harris Ferris

Honorary Trustee
Violette Verdy *

Founding Board Chair
Loti Falk Gaffney *

* in memoriam
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Artists: Grace Rookstool and Corey Bourbonniere | Photo: Duane Rieder

JOIN US FOR OUR 
2021-2022 SEASON!
CLICK HERE FOR THE FULL SEASON LINEUP

https://www.pbt.org/performance-category/2021-2022-season/


THE ARTISTS

Artistic Director
Susan Jaffe

Artistic Administrator
Robert Vickrey

Répétiteur
Marianna Tcherkassky

Répétiteur
Steven Annegarn

Music Director and
Principal Conductor
Charles Barker

Principal Pianist/
Music Administrator
Yoland Collin

Principal Character
Dancers
Eun Young Ahn
Steven Annegarn
Dennis Marshall
Janet Popeleski
Robert Vickrey

Company Instructors
Marjorie Grundvig
Dennis Marshall

Principal Dancers
Hannah Carter
Amanda Cochrane
Alejandro Diaz
Alexandra Kochis
Yoshiaki Nakano

Soloist Dancers
Corey Bourbonniere
Marisa Grywalski
Masahiro Haneji
Tommie Lin Kesten
Lucius Kirst
Jessica McCann
William Moore
JoAnna Schmidt
Gabrielle Thurlow
Diana Yohe

Corps de Ballet
Jonathan Breight
Erin Casale
Sam DerGregorian
Danielle Downey
Christian García Campos
Jack Hawn
Josiah Kauffman
Colin McCaslin
Caitlyn Mendicino
Joseph Parr
Amanda Morgan
Grace Rookstool
Kurtis Sprowls
Cooper Verona
Victoria Watford

The artists in this performance are 
members of the American Guild of 
Musical Artists AFL-CIO, the labor 
union representing dancers, singers 
and stage personnel in the U.S.A.
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Visit pbt.org/dancers 
to read dancer bios.

https://www.pbt.org/dancers/


PITTSBURGH BALLET THEATRE STAFF

Artistic Staff
Susan Jaffe ...……….........................………... Artistic Director
Robert Vickrey …..............…………….. Artistic Administrator
Steven Annegarn ....................................................Répétiteur
Marianna Tcherkassky .............................................Répétiteur
Yoland Collin .................................................Company Pianist

Executive Staff
Harris N. Ferris ...........................................Executive Director

Finance & Operations
Jay Romano ....................Director of Operations and Finance
Shelly Swartz ................................................Finance Manager
Lauren Carlini….....………………..Human Resources Manager
Missy Graf .................................Receptionist/Office Manager
Ray Lantzy .............................................Building Maintenance

Marketing
Tanaz Walendziewicz ................................Director of Marketing 
			                and Communications
Kelly Perkovich...........................Director of Creative Services
Katie Drozynski...Media Relations & Content Marketing Manager
Audrey Fennell..........Manager of Patron Services & Ticketing
Jamie Adams ........................................Group Sales Manager
Christine Wingenfeld .........................External Affairs Analyst
Kristen Urban ....................................Merchandising Manager
Meghan Swartz ...............................................Special Projects

Development
Christy Bean Rowing .......................Director of Development
Aziza El Feil .................... Associate Director of Development
Kelly Englert ........Foundation Relations and Grants Manager
Elizabeth Mick ...........................Manager of Individual Giving
Erin Starzynski ...Corporate and Government Relations Manager

Education and Community Engagement
Kathryn L. Gigler ...................................Director of Education 
                                                   and Community Engagement
Kerra Alexander ……………...Manager of Community Programs
Lisa Auel .........Manager of Audience Programs and Archives
Marcella Day ....................................................Teaching Artist
Lindsey Kaine ....Manager of Accessibility and Program Development
David O’Brien ......................................................Percussionist

Production
Curtis Scott Dunn ................................Director of Production
Alicia Reece ................................. Production Stage Manager
Greg Coppolo ....................... Associate Production Manager
Zachary Dwyer ............................................... Lead Carpenter
Ronald Cully .............................................Assistant Carpenter
Brad OConnell ...................................................... Lead Props
Christopher Barker .............................. Production Electrician
Gerry Restaino ........................................................ Electrician
Kathleen Sullivan ...................................Wardrobe Supervisor
Joan Goughler ........................................................ Wardrobe
Debbie Becker ........................................................ Wardrobe
 
Costume
Janet Marie Groom .................................................Costumier
Kaylee Hansberry .......................................Costume Assistant
Kristin McClain ...................................First Hand and Stitcher
Kathleen Sullivan ..............Wardrobe Supervisor and Stitcher
Jaqueline Hamilton ............ Make-up Artist and Hair Dresser

School Artistic/Faculty
Marjorie Grundvig ................................................Co-Director
Dennis Marshall .....................................................Co-Director
Janet Popeleski ......................................................... Principal
Eun Young Ahn................................Student Division Principal
Christopher Budzynski.....................................Full-Time Ballet
Christine Schwaner .........................................Full-Time Ballet
Kaila Lewis .............................Children’s Division Coordinator
Jamie Murphy ................................... Modern/Contemporary

Julia Adams, Jonathan Breight, Elizabeth Calvert, Ariana 
Chernychev, Ann Corrado, Marcella Day, Elise Gillum, 
Madeline Gradle, Ava Griebel, Erin Halloran, Lea Havas, 
Juliana Hougland, Aaron Ingley, Cindy Jennings, Jessica 
Marino, Cynthia Pennington, Tamar Rachelle, Toma Smith, 
Kurtis Sprowls, Alexandra Tiso

School Artistic/Musicians
Ellen Gozion ...................................................Full-Time Pianist
Kuan-Yi Lu ......................................................Full-Time Pianist
Juliet Winovich .............................................. Full-Time Pianist

Jack Hawn, Andrew Hook, Hyoseul Grace Kim, Daniel 
McTiernan, Daniel Meunier, Gordon Nunn, Maja Petrovic, 
Lisa Wimer

School Administrative/Operations
Aaron Rinsema ....................................Director of Operations
Lindsey Gainey...............Manager of School Communications 	
		                          and Student Resources
Laura Caton…….....School Finance and Admissions Manager
Sarah Bender ....................Byham House Residence Assistant
Kristen Palmer .......................................... Byham House Chef
Aviana Adams, Wyatt Johnson…....Front desk administration

Medical Team
UPMC Sports Medicine
Orthopaedic Surgeon: Freddie H.K. Fu, MD
Foot and Ankle Surgeon: MaCalus Hogan, MD
Primary Care Sports Medicine Physician: Kelley A. Anderson, DO
Athletic Trainer: Brittany Wilcosky, MS,LAT, ATC
Physical Therapist: Erica Coffey, PT,MS,SCS
Physical Therapist: Catherine C. Hagan Vargo, PT,DPT,OCS,SCS
Sports Dietitian: Jeffrey Lucchino, RDN,CSSD
Supplementary Medical Team
Podiatrist: Lisa Watters, D.P.M.

Volunteers
OFFICE VOLUNTEERS: Alan Shadgett, Joan Vondra
DOCENTS: Robert Fulton, Susan Mucha, Jim Roberts,
Alan Shadgett.
For information on volunteer opportunities at Pittsburgh Ballet 
Theatre or Pittsburgh Ballet Theatre School, please email: inquiry@
pittsburghballet.org
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SUMMER  PROGRAMS  2021
B A L L E T        P R E - P O I N T E        J A Z Z        M O D E R N        W O R K S H O P S

P h o t o :  D u a n e  R i e d e r

Art is t ic  Di rector :  Susan  Ja ffe  |  Co-Directors :  Mar jor ie  Grundv ig  & Denn is  Marsha l l

STUDENT DIVISION CLASSES 
(Ages 8-13 yrs.) Weekly Sessions

Curriculum: ballet, pre-pointe, jazz, & modern.

*PREPARATORY BALLET – Level 4 (age 8-12 yrs.) 
5-Week Sessions (June 28-July 26) | $148-374 
3-Week Sessions (July 27-Aug. 12) | $574

CHILDREN’S DIVISION CLASSES
IN-STUDIO + VIRTUAL OPTIONS 
(Ages 18 mo.-7 yrs.) 4 Weekly Sessions 

Saturdays (June 26-July 17) | $96-144
Wednesdays (July 14-Aug. 14) | $96-144
GROWN-UP & ME  (Ages 18 mo.-2 yrs.)
PRE-BALLET 3-6 (Ages 3-6 yrs.) 
PRE-BALLET BOYS (Ages 4-7 yrs.)  
BALLET FOUNDATIONS (Ages 7+)   

WORKSHOPS IN-STUDIO + VIRTUAL OPTIONS 
(Ages 3-7 yrs.) Sunday Workshop Series 

June 27, July 25, Aug. 8 (Multiple Times) | $38 

Young dancers will develop ballet technique 
foundations through ballet class, then read ballet 
storybooks, & learn choreography from the ballet 
version of the workshop! 

June 27: Coppélia | July 25: The Nutcracker 
Aug. 8: A Midsummer Night’s Dream 

FAIRIES IN BALLET WORKSHOP (Ages 3-7 yrs.) 

Aug. 9-13, 9-10 a.m. OR 10:15-11:15 a.m. | $108 

Each day dancers will take a ballet class, read a book 
about the featured fairy, & learn a corresponding fairy 
dance. 

*JUNIOR INTENSIVE (Ages 10-13 yrs.) 
July 5-23 | $1110 

Curriculum: ballet, pointe, variations, jazz, modern, 
& repertoire. 

*SWAN LAKE WORKSHOP (Ages 8-11 yrs.)

Aug. 2-7, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. | $464 

Curriculum: ballet, pre-pointe, variations, jazz, & 
costuming. 

*New students age 7+ must complete 
an online placement form.

CLICK HERE FOR MORE INFORMATION

https://www.pbt.org/student-division-placement/
https://www.pbt.org/pbt-school/


SUPPORT FOR THE MOBILE 
STAGE PROVIDED BY:

Richard King Mellon Foundation

Edith L. Trees Charitable Trust

Jack Buncher Foundation

Claude Worthington 
Benedum Foundation



Proud to support

PITTSBURGH BALLET THEATRE
for enhancing & educating our community through the performing arts.

Union Trust Building | 501 Grant Street, Suite 200
Pittsburgh, PA 15219-4413 | 412 562 8800

BIPC.COM
Artists: Marisa Grywalski and Alejandro Diaz | Photo: Kelly Perkovich

https://www.bipc.com/



