PITTaBURGH BALLET THEATRE aGROOL

Adam W. McKinney Artistic Director | Raymond Rodriguez Dean of PBT School

Spring Performances

at the PNC Theatre at Point Park University’s Pittsburgh Playhouse

May 22-24, 2025

Printed Programs Generously Presented by RAFF Printing
Artists: Isak Sorenson, Siri Kiilerich Vedel | Photography: Aviana Adams




A NOTE FROM DEAN OF PBT SCHOOL

Dear PBT School Families,

| am delighted to welcome you to Pittsburgh Ballet Theatre School'’s
2025 Spring Performance, where we will celebrate the culmination of
another successful school year. | am so proud of all that our students
accomplished this year and commend them for their dedication and
growth. Witnessing their progress and exploration in the studio and
beyond has been truly inspiring. | want to express my gratitude to the
parents, families, faculty and friends of our students. Your unwaivering
support and dedication to their artistic pursuits have made a profound
impact on their journey. We always enjoy working with you to help your
children reach their dreams.

| am eager to continue learning and building upon the strong foundation
of success that defines PBT School to provide the best education for our
students. Thank you for choosing PBT School and entrusting us with your
children’s dance education. Please sit back, enjoy the performance, and
join us in celebrating the achievements of our talented students.

Warm Regards,
Raymond Rodriguez
Dean of Pittsburgh Ballet Theatre School

PROGRAM ORDER

Length: 2 hours 15 minutes

Les Sylphides
Mozart In Motion
Waltz Of The Hours
Don Quixote Excerpts
*15 MINUTE INTERMISSIONe

A Sleeping Beauty Tribute
What We Seek In The Night
Everything In Slow Motion

Steel City Elegy



PROGRAM NOTES

LES SYLPHIDES

Les Sylphides was choreographed by Mikhail Fokine and premiered in 1909 in
Paris with Diaghilev’s Ballets Russes. Set to music by Chopin, the original cast
included ballet stars of the time, Anna Pavlova and Vaslav Nijinsky. Although
in many ways a Romantic “white ballet” (in the same category as, for instance,
Swan Lake), this ballet was a modern influence for 20th-century ballet. It was
the first plotless, or abstract, ballet, performed in one act, where it is the “pure
dance” that carries the piece, rather than an established storyline.

Marianna Tcherkassky, Stager, Les Sylphides
Marianna Tcherkassky, born of Russian and Japanese
descent, was brought up in Kensington, Maryland,
where she began her training with her mother, Lillian
Oka Tcherkassky. She continued her studies on full
scholarship at Mary Day’s Washington School of Ballet
and then the School of American Ballet in New York.
She joined American Ballet Theatre in 1970, became
a soloist in 1972 and was elevated to principal dancer
in 1976 after making her debut in the title role of
Giselle opposite Mikhail Baryshnikov. Ms. Tcherkassky
excelled in the romantic, classic ballets and was

reviewed by Anna Kisselgoff of the New York Times as “one of the greatest
Giselles that American ballet produced.”

Since retiring from the stage in 1996, she has taught and coached dancers

and served as a judge for the World Ballet Competition in Orlando, Florida.

In 1997, she received a Golden Ring Award honoring artistic excellence from
the Asian-American Arts Foundation in San Francisco. In 1999, she received an
Honorary Doctorate of Performing Arts from the University of Cincinnati and, in
the spring of 2017, was honored to have her personal Act | Giselle costume on
display at the Smithsonian’s National Museum of American History in
Washington, D.C. She is married to Terrence S. Orr, former artistic director of
PBT.

STEEL CITY ELEGY

Combining dynamic choreography, an evocative score, and collaboration
between Pittsburgh Ballet Theatre School and Point Park University, Steel City
Elegy presents a tribute to the city’s heritage, its people, and its

transformation into a modern cultural hub. With an original score by German
composer Johannes Goldbach, the ballet intertwines history with contemporary
artistic expression, highlighting the spirit of reinvention that has defined
Pittsburgh over the decades.



PROGRAM NOTES

Houston Thomas, Choreographer,

Steel City Elegy

Houston Thomas, Choreographer, Steel City Elegy
Houston Thomas is a choreographer and former
soloist with the Dresden Semperoper Ballett.

Born and raised in Chicago, Illinois, Houston
embarked on his dance journey through the Joffrey
Ballet Outreach Program under the tutelage of Pierre
Locket. His passion for dance led him to further his
education at the Joffrey Ballet Academy of Dance
upon its inception in 2008. He concurrently

honed his skills at the Chicago High School for the Arts (ChiArts) and later
attended the School of American Ballet. After graduating from The School of
American Ballet in 2013, Houston found his artistic home with the Dresden
Semperoper Ballett, rising to second soloist by 2018. His repertoire boasts
pivotal roles in acclaimed works by George Balanchine, Sir Frederick Ashton,
William Forsythe, and David Dawson, among others. His performance in Justin
Peck’s Heatscape earned him a “Best Male Performance” nomination at the
2018 Dance Europe Critic Choice Awards. After a decade of performing with
Semperoper, Ballett culminated in Houston’s final performance during the 22/23
Season, marking the transition to focus exclusively on his choreographic career.
Since then, Houston has created new works for schools and companies,
including The Washington Ballet, Cincinnati Ballet, The Juilliard School, ABT
Studio Company, Joffrey Ballet Academy of Dance, Ballet San Antonio, The
School of American Ballet, NY Choreographic Institute, and the Hamptons
Dance Project. His works have been performed by Ballet 22 and the Columbia
Repertory Ballet. In July 2022, Houston premiered Follow the White Rabbit at
the Young Emergent Choreographers Contest in Biarritz, France, receiving a
commission to create SKYWATCHER for the Opera National de Bordeaux.




Thursday, May 2216:30 p.m.  Friday, May 23 1 6:30 p.m.

LES SYLPHIDES

Choreography: Mikhail Fokine
Staged by Marianna Tcherkassky
Composer: Frédéric Chopin

Saturday, May 2411:30 p.m.

Valse
Mazurka
Poet
Prelude

Pas de Deux

Coryphee

Sylphs

Isabelle Rookstool
Stella Urbano

Isak Sorenson
Malia Bell

Siri Kiilerich Vedel
Isak Sorenson

Gabriella Agnew-Huertas

Mackenzie Libao

Maia Atzemis (5/22)
Audrey Boyd
Jade Buseman

Isabella Dunphy (5/22)

Elizabeth Erickson

Madeline Hirsch (5/24)

CJ Klotz

Hannah Kramer
Sophia Musal

Clara Owen
Sydney Pensock
Sofia Serrano (5/24)
Anne Trempe
Catherine Utzinger
Madisyn Wilson
Belén Winkler

Chen-Yu Liao
Natalie Hudono
Luke Eller
Emma Lin
Gaelyn Wade
Luke Eller
Sydney Pensock
Amor Williams

Sylvie Barrero
Maria Julieta Duran
Liliana Lorenz

Kiera Morgan
Lorelei Obst
Sarabella Reynolds
Lily-Rose Peterson
Natalie Sevel
Jordan Sides

Hana Steinberg
Edaline Tan

Kristin Walek

June Weatherington
Grace Williams-Kim

MOZART IN MOTION

Choreography: Christine Schwaner

Saturday, May 24 1 6:30 p.m.

Amor Williams
Isabella Dunphy
Taiyu Nakamura
Ansley Hynes
Sofia Serrano
Taiyu Nakamura
Maia Atzemis
Emma Lin

Sylvie Barrero
Maria Julieta Duran
Liliana Lorenz

Kiera Morgan
Lorelei Obst
Sarabella Reynolds
Lily-Rose Peterson
Natalie Sevel
Jordan Sides

Hana Steinberg
Edaline Tan

Kristin Walek

June Weatherington
Grace Williams-Kim

Composer: Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart

Emelia Beynon
Brenyn Caplan
Aine Crowley
Lillian Goughnour
Mary Hirth

All Performances
Haley Liddell Ezra Teter
Isabella McGee Kathleen Wang
Teagan Paterra Ava Widich

Ryan Sharp
Sheila Joy Smith



WALTZ OF THE HOURS

Staged by: Marjorie Grundvig
Composer: Léo Delibes

All Performances

Zenia Cook Nadja Kuntz Neema Smith
Summer Franco Ava Liscotti Zuhaira Tendo
Sara Hirth Madison Milkovich Karly Trezza
Sofia Kubini Luna Rosenhagen

DON QUIXOTE EXCERPTS

Staged by: Christopher Budzynski & Erin Halloran

Kitri
Basillo
Mercedes

Espada
Kitri - Second

Variation
Bridesmaids

Kitri's Friends

Toreadors

Composer: Leon Minkus

Taiyu Nakamura
Madeleine Mullin

Cullen Casey
Aoi Asano

Ava Durigon
Katerina Medvedeva

Victoria ltoh-Castilla
Addison Luckasevic
Maggie Paice

Eden Piekut

William Brant
Kodai Kimura
Lorenzo Lopez

Ruben Mariner Barbeito (5/24)

Noah Speed
Luca Zampini
Charles Zapalac (5/22)

Thursday, May 22 | 6:30 p.m. Friday, May 23 16:30 p.m.
Saturday, May 24 1 1:30 p.m. Saturday, May 24 1 6:30 p.m.
Avery Waltz Ava Durigon

Luca Zampini

Victoria [toh-Castilla (5/23)
Katerina Medvedeva (5/24)
Noah Speed

Aoi Asano

Madeleine Mullin
Avery Waltz (5/23)
Eden Piekut (5/24)

Brooke Bergamasco
Addison Luckasevic
Lance Sciulli

Elise Vitek

William Brant

Cullen Casey (5/23)
Kodai Kimura
Lorenzo Lopez (5/24)
Aslan Meneses Carter
David Wright
Charles Zapalac

INTERMISSION



A SLEEPING BEAUTY TRIBUTE

Choreography: Eun Young Ahn
Rehearsed by: Elise Gillum, Kaila Lewis, Victoria Scott, Toma Smith
Composer: Pyotr llyich Tchaikovsky

All Performances
Polonaise - Full Cast
Energy Faries - Prep A
Ellie Ciotola Ariana Margonari Sidney Napoe-Rutledge
Danielle Coyer Xoe McCray Maeve Picarsic
Serenity Faries - Prep B Avery Warden
Luce De Simon Caroline Paternoster Joanna Rue
Imogen Ekis Claire Peters Margaret Schultz
Sadie Jones Sina Belle Sabine Traill
Sachi Kaur Reitschuler-Cross  Luisa Virgili
Cordelia Kelly Brooke Rensland Jude Walker
Cats - Level 1A
Lawson Comeau Aubree Ellis Pogozelski
Isabela Davit Gaetano-Wilkins ~ Aurora Prichard
Sage Eckel Emma Hazlett Elena Smyth
Peyton Fowler Indira Jonnalagadda  Brooklyn Weaver
Olivia Foxx Anna Lee
Little Red Riding Hoods - Level 1B
Avriel Chasin Lahae Ewald Violet Redlinger
Alexandra Datz Isabel Perry Nia Zhang
Bluebirds - Level 2
Lidia Anselmo Eloise LaManna Diana Risica
Wilhelmina Dann  Georgia Lamorey  Eliza Ruggiero
Daisy Elaiho Viviana Lima Ava Schurr
Claire Josie Nernberg Ayana Sparrow
Esposito-Boggio  Adeline Ong Lynna Thomson
Annelyse Ferguson  Eleni Palermo Cora Trovy
Hailey Jendrzejewski ~ Brennan Picarsic Penny Vecchio
Fiona Kozai Mailalatia Rakotozafy
Lilac Fairy Attendants - Level 3
Brinsley Grace Benson Mila Machnikowski  Elsa Rubinov
Adelaide Casciato  Anna Paull Marina Smyth
Fabianna Clemente  Isabella Porter Lyman Thomson
Rose Giovannagelo  Maya Preus Cooper Wilson
Alexandra Harries  Lily Redlinger Adrienne Wyman
Lillian Haselkorn Alina Mae
Effie Hooper Reitschuler-Cross

Josephine Lahitou  Charlotte Rogerson



A SLEEPING BEAUTY TRIBUTE, CONTINUED

All Performances
Garland Waltz - Level 4
Christina Cabral Scarlet Day Makiya Gurley
Carolynn Coyer Jordan Egley Tallulah Heinauer
Lindis Davidson Derek Elaiho Adaya Nosa-Oviasu
Ana Sofia Davit Olivia Erjavac Alexandra Scott

Jewels - Level 5

Margaret Armowitt  Nyla McCoy-Bey Madison Rudolph

Amelia Casey Sophia Mele Marina Sichok
Hadley Gee Charlotte Myers Lorelei Vernon
Kenna Liddell Allison Olivieri

Mazurka - Full Cast

WHAT WE SEEK IN THE NIGHT

Choreography: Alexandra Tiso
Composer: Fyfe & Iskra Strings

All Performances

Brooke Bergamasco Addison Luckasevic  Elise Vitek

William Brant Gabriella Mangino  Lucy Wagner
Grae Chalovich Katerina Medvedeva Avery Walz
Cullen Casey Madeleine Mullin~ David Wright
Ava Durigon Maggie Paice Luca Zampini
Victoria Itoh Castilla  Eden Piekut Charles Zapalac
Lorenzo Lopez Lance Sciulli

EVERYTHING IN SLOW MOTION
Choreography: Jamie Murphy
Composer: Oliver Tank

All Performances
Emelia Beynon Haley Liddell Ryan Sharp
Brenyn Caplan Sofia Kubini Sheila Joy Smith
Zenia Cook Nadja Kuntz Neema Smith
Aine Crowley Ava Liscotti Zuhaira Tendo
Summer Franco Isabella McGee Ezra Teter
Lillian Goughnour ~ Madison Milkovich  Karly Trezza
Mary Hirth Teagan Paterra Kathleen Wang

Sara Hirth Luna Rosenhagen  Ava Widich



STEEL CITY ELEGY

Choreography: Houston Thomas
Composer: Johannes Goldbach

Thursday, May 2216:30 p.m.  Friday, May 2316:30 p.m.  Saturday, May 24 16:30 p.m.
Saturday, May 241 1:30 p.m.

Chen-yu Liao
Luke Eller

Aoi Asano
Taiyu Nakamura

Gabiriella Agnew-Huertas

Gabriel Tolmer
Amor Williams

Maia Atzemis
Malia Bell

Audrey Boyd
Isabella Dunphy
Elizabeth Erickson
Natalie Hudono
CJ Klotz

Hannah Kramer
Mackenzie Libao
Emma Lin

Lorelei Obst
Clara Owen
Isabelle Rookstool
Sofia Serrano
Natalie Sevel
Edaline Tan

Stella Urbano
Catherine Utzinger
Siri Kiilerich Vedel
Gaelyn Wade
Belén Winkler

Nathan Huffman
Kodai Kimura

Aslan Meneses Carter
Noah Speed

Gabriel Tolmer

Ansley Hynes
Isak Sorenson

Gabiriella Agnew-Huertas

Aslan Meneses Carter

Lorelei Obst
Noah Speed
Gaelyn Wade

Maia Atzemis
Malia Bell

Audrey Boyd

Jade Buseman
Natalie Hudono
Hannah Kramer
Mackenzie Libao
Emma Lin

Liliana Lorenz
Sarabella Reynolds
Isabelle Rookstool
Sofia Serrano
Natalie Sevel
Edaline Tan

Anne Trempe
Catherine Utzinger
Siri Kiilerich Vedel
Amor Williams
Madisyn Wilson
Grace Williams-Kim
Belén Winkler

Ben Bigelow
Kodai Kimura
Ruben Mariner Barbeito
Noah Speed

Ansley Hynes
Isak Sorenson

Gaelyn Wade
Antonio Allendes

Hannah Kramer
Lorelei Obst
Luke Eller

Maia Atzemis
Malia Bell

Audrey Boyd
Jade Buseman
Isabella Dunphy
Natalie Hudono
Mackenzie Libao
Liliana Lorenz
Kiera Morgan
Sophia Musal
Isabelle Rookstool
Natalie Sevel
Jordan Sides
Edaline Tan

Anne Trempe
Catherine Utzinger
Siri Kiilerich Vedel
Amor Williams
Madisyn Wilson
Grace Williams-Kim
Belén Winkler

Kodai Kimura
Ruben Mariner Barbeito
Noah Speed
Ben Bigelow



CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR DANCERS WHO...

ACCEPTED A POSITION WITH

Ballet Arizona
Canyon Concert Ballet
Charlotte Ballet
Fort Wayne Ballet
Grand Rapids Ballet
Madison Ballet
Nevada Ballet Theatre
Orlando Ballet
Pittsburgh Ballet Theatre
Richmond Ballet
Texas Ballet Theater

@ e <>

GRADUATED THIS YEAR

William Brant Lily-Rose Peterson
Cullen Casey Sydney Pensock
Ava Durigon Lance Sciulli
Victoria Itoh Castilla Isak Sorenson
Hannah Kramer Elise Vitek
Chen-yu Liao Lucy Wagner
Addison Luckasevic Avery Walz
Katerina Medvedeva David Wright

Madeleine Mullin

@ > o>

ARE PURSUING HIGHER EDUCATION

Pennsylvania State University
Point Park University
Seton Hall University

University of Oklahoma
University of Southern California
University of Utah
Vanderbilt University
Williams College



WELL WISHES

Aine Crowley
We are all so proud of your hard work and determination this year!
Have an amazing summer of dance and fun and rest!

- * @ o

Sadie Jones
We are so proud of you and love watching you grow as a dancer!
May you enjoy every moment on stage!
Love, Mom, Dad, Kenzie, Dylan, and Jude

< oDo [P

Ellis Pogozelski
Congratulations on a great performance! We are so proud of you

and love watching you dance!
Love, Mom, Dad & Van

D oo O

Emma Hazlett
Your passion for dance is evident! We are blessed to witness your
journey!! We love you!

- * @ e

Lily Haselkorn
We're so proud of your hard work, grace, and dedication. Keep
dancing with heart and joy — the stage is lucky to have you!
Love, Mom, Dad and Jacob



OUR PBT TEAM

Your commitment to our dancers is unmatched.
We appreciate you making the learning experience
so valuable for everyone involved.

Thank you!

PBT SCHOOL TEACHING ARTISTS

Adam W. McKinney.........ccocevviencienen Artistic Director, Pittsburgh Ballet Theatre
Raymond ROAMGQUEZ.......ccueiiiiiiiiieee e Dean of PBT School
Marjorie Grundvig............. Head of Pre-Professional Division & Summer Programs
Eun Young Ahn.....oooiiiiiiic Head of Curriculum & Student Division
Kaila LEWIS. ...cuveiieiiiiiiciicic e Head of Children’s Division
Jamie Erin Murphy..........ccccoooiiiiiiiii, Full-time Modern/Contemporary
Christing SChWaNET........coiiiiiiiiiieiec e Full-time Ballet

Jonathan Breight, Christopher Budzynski, Ariana Chernyshev, Marcella Day,
Kristy Boyle Erdely, Elise Gillum, Matthew Griffin, Erin Halloran, Aaron Ingley,
Tommie Lin Kesten, Alexandra Kochis, Eva Laing, Maeghan McHale, Svetlana Novodran,
David O’Matz, Victoria Scott, Toma Smith, Alexandra Tiso, Diana Yohe

PBT SCHOOL MUSICIANS

Maja Petrovic......ccooveviiiiieniiiiciccc, Full-time Pianist & Music Coordinator
EIen GOZION....cc i Full-time Pianist
JUBEE WINOVICN e Full-time Pianist

Jack Hawn, Benjamin Kaplan, Beatrice Khor, Joshua Malavé, David O'Brien,
Aida Olarte, Jinna Park, David Stone, Xinyang Wang

PBT SCHOOL ADMINISTRATIVE/OPERATIONS

Aviana Adams........ccocveieiieniiinienn School Marketing Manager & Photographer
Elise Gillum......ccooooiiiiiiii School Operations Coordinator
Autumn Lenze......coocoeviiiiiiiiiiice Registrar & Enrollment Manager
PRODUCTION

Adrienne Wells........oooiiiiiii e Director of Production
Alicia REECE.....iiiiiiiiiiiic Production Stage Manager
Christine Imrick........coivoeiiiiiieicee Assistant Stage & Rentals Manager
Hope Debelius. .......ccoooiiiiiiiiiiiiii i Lighting Designer
COSTUME TEAM

Kristin McLain. ... Costume Director
Kaylee Hansbermy.. ...t Costume Assistant
KYM LAIET. .ttt First Hand
Kathleen SUllivan..........ocoiiiiiiii e Stitcher

ANNE BUINS. .o Stitcher



DITTSBURGH COME DANCE
BALLE] WITH US

THEATRE THS SUMMER!
o1 5111 A"

AGES 2-14
SUMMER PROGRAM

REGISTRATION OPEN
CLASSES, WORKSHOPS & MORE!

PBT.ORG/SUMMER




